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Mrs. Tiffany Moutis, Assistant Superintendent
Mrs. Susie Budine, Director of Pupil Personnel 

Services
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PARCC:  It’s Framework and 
Purpose

Mrs. Tiffany Moutis, Assistant Superintendent
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46 States + DC Have Adopted the 
Common Core State Standards

*Minnesota adopted the CCSS in ELA/literacy only



Kenilworth 

MATHEMATICS

Focus, coherence and clarity: emphasis on 
key topics at each grade level and coherent 

progression across grades

Procedural fluency and understanding of 
concepts and skills

Promote rigor through mathematical 
proficiencies that foster reasoning and 

understanding across discipline

High school standards organized by 
conceptual categories

Key Advances of the Common Core

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS/LITERACY

Balance of literature and informational texts; 
focus on text complexity

Emphasis on argument, informative/ 
explanatory writing, and research

Speaking and listening skills

Literacy standards for history, science and 
technical subjects

ANCHORED IN COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS
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Why New Assessments Now?

We have to prepare all students for college or other 
postsecondary opportunities:
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§  A high school diploma 
isn’t enough in our 21st 

century economy

81% of today’s jobs 
require college or 

career training

1/3 of college 
freshmen need 

remedial 
courses

§  Our K–12 system is 
not adequately 

preparing students for 
college
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Current state assessments were not designed to:
§ Assess and signal whether students are on track for 

success in college or careers
§ Produce timely, actionable data for students, teachers and 

parents
§ Test key skills, such as critical thinking and ability to 

problem solve

Why New Assessments Now?
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Unlike many current tests, ���
PARCC tests will be engaging ���
and will test the critical-thinking ���

and problem-solving skills ���
students need to succeed ���

in school and life. 
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Why New Assessments Now?

The Common Core State Standards are here:
§ States are implementing these ���

standards for ELA/literacy ���
and math 

§ Better standards require better tests
§ High-quality tests improve and inform instruction 

— they don’t detract from it
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1.  Create high-quality assessments 
2.  Build a pathway to college and career readiness for all 

students
3.  Support educators in the classroom

4.  Develop 21st century, technology-based assessments
5.  Advance accountability at all levels

6.  Build an assessment that is sustainable and affordable 

The PARCC Goals
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Summative Assessment Components:

Performance-Based Assessment (PBA) administered as close to the end of the school 
year as possible.  The ELA/literacy PBA will focus on writing effectively when 

analyzing text. The mathematics PBA will focus on applying skills, concepts, and 
understandings to solve multi-step problems  requiring abstract reasoning, precision, 

perseverance, and strategic use of tools 

End-of-Year Assessment (EOY) administered after approx. 90% of the school year.  
The ELA/literacy EOY will focus on reading comprehension.  The math EOY will be 

comprised of innovative, machine-scorable items

Goal #1: Create High Quality 
Assessments
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Higher Expectations

ELA/Literacy

Read sufficiently complex texts 
independently

Write effectively to sources

Build and present knowledge 
through research

Math

Solve problems: content and 
mathematical practice

Reason mathematically

Model real-world problems

Have fluency with mathematics
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Goal #2: Building a pathway 

K-2 3-8 High 
School

K-2 formative 
assessment 

being 
developed, 

aligned to the 
PARCC 
system

Timely student achievement 
data showing students, parents 
and educators whether ALL 

students are on track

College 
readiness score 
to identify who 

is ready for 
college-level 
coursework

SUCCESS	  IN	  
FIRST-‐YEAR,	  

CREDIT-‐BEARING,	  
POSTSECONDARY	  
COURSEWORK	  

Targeted 
interventions & 

supports:
• 12th-grade bridge 

courses
•  PD for educators



Kenilworth 

Goal #3: Support Educators in the Classroom

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

MODULES

INSTRUCTIONAL 
TOOLS TO SUPPORT 
IMPLEMENTATION

EDUCATOR-LED 
TRAINING TO SUPPORT 
“PEER-TO-PEER” 

TRAINING

TIMELY STUDENT 
ACHIEVEMENT 

DATA

K-‐12	  Educator	  
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Goal #4: Develop 21st Century, Technology-Based 
Assessments

PARCC’s assessment will be computer-based and leverage 
technology in a range of ways:

Item Development
Develop innovative tasks that engage students in the assessment process

Administration
Reduce paperwork, increase security, reduce shipping/receiving & storage
Increase access to and provision of accommodations for SWDs and ELLs

Scoring
Make scoring more efficient by combining human and automated approaches

Reporting
Produce timely reports of students performance throughout the year to inform 

instructional, interventions, and professional development



Kenilworth 

Goal #5: Advance Accountability at All Levels 

PARCC assessments will be purposefully designed to generate 
valid, reliable and timely data, including measures of growth, 
for various accountability uses including:

* School and district effectiveness
* Educator effectiveness

* Student placement into college-credit bearing courses
* Comparisons with other state and international benchmarks

* PARCC assessments will be designed for other accountability 
uses as states deem appropriate
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How Will PARCC Be Different?

Students: Will know if they are on track ���
to graduate ready for college/careers

Teachers: Will have access to timely ���
data to guide learning and instruction

Parents: Will have clear and timely ���
information about student progress

States: Will have valid results that are comparable 
across borders
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How Will PARCC Be Different?

For students:
§  Test quality will mirror���
high-quality coursework

§  Is computer-based, interactive, ���
engaging

§ Measures the skills and knowledge ���
students need to succeed in college ���

and careers
§  Produces timely information, allowing teachers to tailor instruction 

to students’ needs
§  Includes embedded supports for English language learners, students 

with disabilities
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How Will PARCC Be Different?

For teachers and schools:
§ Computer-based testing will boost ���

student engagement and access
§ More efficient than pencil-and-paper                                            

tests
§  Timely data during the year will aid ���
instruction, professional development

§  Tests will assess the full range of student performance, not just 
students in the middle

§  Tests will measure student growth at all levels as well as focusing 
on proficiency 
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How Will PARCC Be Different?

§ Increased competitiveness in a                                      
global economy

§ Higher achievement levels and                                   
more opportunities for all students

§ Greater comparability between states
§ Higher college completion, lower remedial rates

§ Better educated citizens

19

Help advance our goals:
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Conclusion

§ College or postsecondary career and technical training is 
essential to earning sustainable wages

§ All high school graduates should be ready to enroll in college 
courses or similar technical coursework without remediation
§ PARCC assessments will aid student learning, not detract 

from it
§ We must measure what children learn in school, but we 

must measure with meaningful assessments
§ In PARCC, students will engage with texts worth reading, 

problems worth solving, and tests worth taking

20
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PARCC and the Kenilworth 
School District

Mrs. Susie Budine, Director of Pupil Personnel Services
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What State Assessments are currently required?

•  Grades 4 & 8 – NJASK Science
•  Paper & Pencil format, “traditional” administration

•  In the year student takes HS Biology course – NJBCT
•  Paper & Pencil format, “traditional” administration

•  Grades 3-HS – PARCC English Language Arts (ELA) and 
Mathematics
•  Computer-based assessment
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Who takes the PARCC Assessment?

•  Students grades 3-8
•  Grade Level ELA
•  Grade Level Mathematics

•  HS students enrolled in:
•  English 9, English 10, English 11
•  Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II

•  Students in the middle school who take Algebra I or 
Geometry will take the HS level PARCC aligned with that 
course in place of the grade level Mathematics assessment
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Two Required Assessments Yield Overall Score

24

Performance-
Based

Assessment

End-‐of-‐Year	  	  
Assessment

§  After 90 percent of the 
school year

§  Innovative, short-answer 
items
§  ELA/literacy: Reading 

comprehension
§  Math: Short items that 

address both concepts and 
skills

§  After 75 percent of the 
school year

§  Extended tasks, 
applications of concepts 
and skills
§  ELA/literacy: Writing 

effectively when analyzing 
text, research simulation

§  Math: Solving multistep 
problems requiring 
abstract reasoning, 
precision, perseverance 
and strategic use of tools 

Beginning of 
School Year

End of  ���
School Year
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What will questions on the PARCC look 
like?���
���

Samples can be found on the following website:���
���

www.parcconline.org/samples/item-task-
prototypes
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Math: Grade 3 Sample Item
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This a fairly traditional fraction task in a 
computer-based setting. 

Unlike traditional multiple choice, it is difficult to 
guess the correct answer or use a choice 

elimination strategy and there is more than one 
correct solution. 

Unlike paper and pencil tests, students can 
create a visual representation even though the 

task is scored automatically. 
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Math: Grade 3 Sample Item
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Second part of multi-step problem, and, unlike traditional multiple choice, it is 
difficult to guess the correct answer or use a choice elimination strategy. 
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Math: High School Sample Item

28

§ Item has two possible solutions
§ Students have to recognize the nature of the equation to know how to solve

§ Technology prevents guessing and working backward
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ELA/Literacy: Grade 7 Sample Item

29	  

§  Students read the text that introduces the topic
§  Items are designed to help students gather information from the texts to lead 

to the final writing prompt
§  Items require different types of responses to allow students to demonstrate a 

command of evidence with complex texts 
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Part A: Highlight the claim that is supported by the most relevant and sufficient facts within 
“Earhart’s Final Resting Place Believed Found.”

Part B: Click on two facts within the article that best provide evidence to support the claim 
selected in Part A. 

ELA/Literacy: Grade 7 Sample Item

30	  

Claims
Earhart and Noonan lived as castaways on Nikumaroro Island.
Earhart and Noonan’s plane crashed into the Pacific Ocean
People don’t really know where Earhart and Noonan died. 
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ELA/Literacy: Grade 7 Sample Item

31	  
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Will my child be prepared to take the new 
PARCC assessment?

•  A different approach to instruction to provide more 
application based, critical thinking and problem solving 
opportunities in the classroom

•  Exposure to sample tests through the Pearson website 
prior to the assessment

•  Time spent for both teachers and students viewing online 
tutorials to explain the online components
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When will we get the test results and what will 
they tell us? 

•  This year’s test administration scores will not be released 
until the fall of 2015

•  Subsequent years’ scores will be released prior to the end 
of the school year to allow teachers to better utilize the 
information they receive
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•  Scores will be broken down into key areas to give 
students, parents and teachers information on where to 
focus improvements.

•  ELA – reading and comprehension on a range of 
complex texts independently, writing effectively when 
using and/or analyzing sources, and building and 
presenting knowledge through research, comparison, 
and synthesis of information

•  Math – grade or course level problem solving, fluency 
in key areas, solving problems using mathematical 
practices, mathematical reasoning and mathematical 
modeling
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Accessibility Features and Accommodations
•  PARCC is using the Universal Design to make the 

assessment as accessible as possible to all students
•  Examples:  audio amplification, eliminate answer 

choices, flag an item for review, directions read aloud 
and clarified, highlighter tool, pop up glossary

•  Additional accommodations are available to students with 
disabilities and English learners and English learners with 
disabilities (must be listed in 504, IEP or PNP for ELL)
•  Examples:  extended time, text-to-speech for ELA 

sections, use of calculator on non-calculator sections, 
large print, assistive technology

•  Students must require accommodations on a regular basis 
in the classroom to qualify for it on the assessment
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For more information on Accessibility 
Features and Accommodations visit the 

following website:

http://www.parcconline.org/parcc-accessibility-
features-and-accommodations-manual
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How long is each test?  (Elementary)
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How long is each test?  (High School)
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When will my child take the PARCC PBA? 
(Harding)

• Grades 3-5 have testing sessions either in the morning or the afternoon.
• Several 6th grade classes will be testing at Brearley in the afternoons
• Students receiving accommodations are on an individual schedule to 
meet their specific needs
• Make-up testing will be scheduled as needed prior to April 2.

GRADE CONTENT AREA DATE
3 ELA March 2-4

3 MATH March 5-6

4 ELA March 9-11

4 MATH March 12-13

5 & 6 ELA March 16-18

5 & 6 MATH March 19-20
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When will my child take the PARCC PBA? ���
(Brearley MS)

• Testing sessions are in the morning.
• Students receiving accommodations are on an individual 
schedule to meet their specific needs
• Make-up testing will be scheduled between March 27 and April 
2

GRADE CONTENT AREA DATE
7 ELA March 2-3
7 MATH March 4
8 ELA March 5-6
8 MATH March 9
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When will my child take the PARCC PBA? ���
(Brearley HS)

• Testing sessions are in the morning.
• Students receiving accommodations are on an individual 
schedule to meet their specific needs
• Make-up testing will be scheduled between March 27 and April 
2

GRADE CONTENT AREA DATE
9 English 9 March 10-11
10 English 10 March 12 & 16
11 English 11 March 17-18

9-11 Algebra I March 19-20
9-11 Geometry March 23-24
9-11 Algebra II March 25-26
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•  The PARCC EOY testing will take place between April 
27 and May 22, 2015.

•  A schedule similar to the one utilized for the PBA testing 
will be developed prior to the testing window.
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For more information…

Visit the PARCC website at:
www.parcconline.org

Contact the appropriate testing coordinator at your child’s 
school:
•  Amie Faigenbaum – Harding School Test Coordinator
•  Megan Harrison – David Brearley Middle School Test 

Coordinator
•  Jamie Lugo – David Brearley High School Test 

Coordinator
•  Susie Budine – District Test Coordinator
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